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I  AM  GLAD  TO  JOIN  IN  wELCOMING  MEMBERS  OF  THE  EUROPEAN  PARLIAMENT 
TC  THE  NORTH  WEST  OF  ENGLAND·  THE  FACT  THAT  WE  HAVE  A REGIONAL  DEVE-
LOPMENT  FUND  AT  ALL  OwES  A GREAT  DEAL  TO  THE  PERSISTENCE  AND  VI  Sl  ON 
v·dTH  WHICH  THE  EUROPEAN  PARLIAMENT  HAS  PRESSED  ON  NATIONAL  GOVERN-
MENTS  THE  NEED  FOR  A  EUROPEAN  REGIONAL  POLICY•  THIS  VISIT  TO  THE 
NORTH  wEST  COMES  AT  A  SPECIALLY  SIGNIFICANT  TIME•  FOR  WE  ARE  ON  THE 
EVE  OF  AN  l~PORTANT DEBATE  IN  THE  PARLIAMENT  THIS  AUTUMN  ON  THE 
FUTURE  OF  THE  REGIONAL  POLICY  OF  THE  COMMUNITY  AFTER  ITS  PRESENT 
INITIAL  PERl OD  WHICH  I  HAVE  SEEN  LAUNCHED• 
NEXT  YEAR  THE  EUROPEAN  COMMUNITY  IS  DUE  TO  TAKE  MAJOR  DECI-
SICNS  ON  THE  FUTURE  OF  ITS  REGIONAL  POLICY·  THE  COMMUNITY'S  CONSTI-
TUTION  PROVIDES  THAT  THE  FIRST  WORD  IN  SUCH  DECISIONS- THAT  IS THE 
PRC)DOSALS  ON  WHICH  THEY  ARE  BASED  - Ll  ES  WITH  US  IN  THE  EUROPEAN 
COMMISSION,  AND  THE  LAST  wORD  LIES  WITH  THE  COUNCIL  OF  MINISTERS· 
BUT  THERE  IS  NO  DOUBT  THAT  THE  VIEWS  PUT  FORv¥ARD  BY  THE  EURCPEAN 
PARLIAMENT,  AGAINST  THE  BACKGROUf\D  OF  EXPERIENCE  GAINED  IN  VISITS 
SUCH  AS  THIS,  ~d LL  C...uNTRIBUTE  SUBSTANTIALLY  TO  THE  EVENTUAL  OUTCOME• 
MORE  PART! CULARL Y ,  THERE  IS  EVERY  L1 KELJ HOOD  THAT  FROM  1  :::1ld 
ONI:IARDS  IT  WILL  BE  THE  EUROPEAN  PARLIAMENT  THAT  HAS  THE  LAST  WORD 
EACH  YEAR  ABOUT  THE  SIZE  OF  THE  COMMUNITY  REGIONAL  FUND•  THIS  HAS 
NOT  BEEN  T~E 0 0SITION  UP  TO  NO~·  BUT  THAT  IT  SOON  wiLL  BE  IS A TOKEN 
OF  THE  I  MPORTAI\CE  OF  THIS  wEEK 
1 S  VI  51 T.  OF  COURSE,  BY  THEN  THE  NORTH 
wEST  OF  ENGLANJ  SHOULD  HAVE  THE  OPPORTUNITY  NOT  ONLY  OF  URGING 
VI  E'·:iS  ON  THE  PARLIAMENT,  AS  YOU  HAVE  HAD  THIS  WEEK,  BUT  ALSO  OF  DI-
RECTLY  ELECTING  SOME  OF  ITS  MEMBERS· 
AT  PRESENT  THE  INITIAL  SJ7E  OF  THE  FUND  AS  FAR  AS  BRITAIN  IS CON-
CERNED,  IS  PUUNDS  150  MILLION  FUR  THE  THREE  YEARS  1975  TO  1~77• 
JF  THIS  TOTAL  OVER  POUNDS  oo  MILLION  HAS  ALREADY  BEEN  ALLOCATED•  THE 
MAJORITY  OF  IT,  A:30UT  TwO-THIRDS,  IS  Gv!NG  TU  LOCAL  AUTHORITIES,  AS 
A EUROPEAN  CONTRI 9UTI  ON  TO  THE  COST  OF  CAP! TAL  'wORKS  CONNEXTED  'WITH 
THE  INDUSTRIAL  REGENERATION  OF  THEIR  AREAS•  THUS  THE  FUND  HAS 
A DOUBLE  RELEvANCE  TO  BRITAIN'S  PRES~NT NEEDS·  IT  IS  PROVIDING  SUP-
PLEMENTARY  CASH  FOR  HARD  PRESSED  LOCAL  AUTHORITIES  FACING  UNPRECE-
DENTED  FINANCIAL  DIFFICULTIES•  AND  IT  IS  MAKING  MONEY  AVAILABLE 
FOR  THE  INuUSTRIAL  INFRASTRUCTURE  THAT  IS  THE  ESSENTIAL  FOUNDATION 
FOR  THE  NEVv  PRCJD'£TI VE  INVESTMENT  THAT  IS  SO  BADLY  NEEDED  TO  REDUCE 
THE  PRESENT  APPALLING  LEVEL  OF  UNEMPLOYMENT• 
ISEC/39/76 I  KNOW  THERE  HAS  BEEN  SOME  DISAPPOINTMENT  IN  PARTS  OF  BRITAIN 
SUCH  AS  THIS,  WHICH  ARE  OFFICIALLY  CLASSIFIED  BY  THE  GOVERNMENT 
AS  INTERMEDIATE  AREAS,  THAT  THEY  HAVE  NOT  BEEN  RECEIVING  A  LARGER 
SHARE  OF  THIS  EUROPEAN  CASH  BONUS•  THE  REASON  IS  SIMPLY  THAT  wiTH 
LIMITED  FUNDS  WE  HAVE  TO  APPLY  PRIORITIES•  IT  MUST  BE  PRIMARILY 
THE  BRITISH  GOVERNMENT  WHICH  DECIDES  THE  PRIORITIES  AS  BETwEEN  DIF-
FERENT  PARTS  OF  BRITAIN•  APART  FORM  ANY  OTHER  CONSIDERATI\JNS,  ~vt.  HA-
VE  LESS  THAN  FIFTY  OFFICIALS  IN  BRUSSELS  ADMINISTERING  THE  REGIJ-
I\IAL  Fl..N).  IF  WE  WERE  ASKED  TO  DETERMINE  WHETHER  SOMETHING  I~  Ll VER-
POOL  OLGHT  TO  HAVE  PRIORITY  OVER  SOMETHING  IN  MANCHESTER,  ivr:.  ·,~uULO 
CREATE  A  GREAT  BUREAUCRATIC  BOTTLENECK  wHILE  THJUSANOS  OF  SUCH 
DECISIONS  WERE  TAKEN- AND  IT  wUULO  N0T  NECESSARILY  BE  THE  RIGHT 
DECISION  AT  THAT• 
THIS  DOES  NOT  MEAN  THAT  IN  ANY'wAY  THE  C  .JM~1l SSI  ON  ACTS  Sl MPL Y 
AS  A  RUBBER  STAMP·  THE  NATIONAL  GOVERNMENT  DECIDES  ITS  NATIJNAL 
PRIORITIES·  THE  COMMUNITY  DECIDES  WHETHER  THESE  ARE  CCJNSISTENT 
WITH  COMMLNI TY  PRI ORJ Tl  ES  AND  ENJOY  A CJMMLNI TY  CONSENSUS  A~ LE.;I-
TIMATE  WAYS  IN  WHICH,  FOR  EXAMPLE,  THE  TAXPAYERS  UF  HAMBUHG  CAN  d~ 
ASKED  TO  ASSIST  THE  DEVELOPMENT  OF  MERSEYSIDE•  MANY  NATJJNAL  APPLJ-
CATI ONS  ARE  PUT  TO  ONE  51  DE  DURING  THE  COMMUNITY  SELECT I ON• 
IN  OUR  VIEW,  ANO  THE  GOVERNMENT  'S TUU,  I  THINK,  PRI uRI Tl ES  F:Jk 
THE  USE  OF  THE  FUND  SHOULD  BE  TO  CREATE  A MODERN  INDUSTRIAL 
STRLCTURE  WHICH  WILL  STAND  ON  ITS  OwN  FEET  AND  PROVIDE  LONG  TERM 
EMPLOYMENT  PROSPECTS,  RATHER  THAN  SJ MPLY  PR,JPP I  NG  UP  SOMETHING 
THAT  HAS  NO  REAL  FUTURE  IN  PROVIDING  JOB~·  TH~ TAXPAYERS  uF  THE 
CONTINENT  ARE  MAKJ  NG  THIS  MONEY  A  VAl  LABLE  TU  HELP  PUT  Rl  GHT  THE  0EEP-
SEATED  WEAKNESSES  OF  THE  REGIONS,  RATHER  THAN  SIMPLY  APPLYING  A 
TEMPORARY  STICKING  PLASTER  TO  A  WOUND  WHICH  NEEDS  LONG  TERM  MEDICAL 
TREATMENT  TO  DEAL  WITH  THE  UNDERLYING  SYMPTOMS· 
THUS,  WITHIN  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM  THE  LARGEST  PRJPURTJJNATE  .:JHARE 
OF  THE  FU\JD  IS  GOING  NOT  TO  SCOTLAND  OR  WALES.  A:;;;  HAS  SJMt:.TI  Mt::;;; 
BEEN  SUPPOSED,  BUT  TO  NORTHERN  IRELAND·  ULSTt.R,  td TH  A GkC.AT  POTEN-
TIAL  BUT  ALSO  FU\JDAMENTAL  ECONOMIC  DIFFICULT! ES  ~--UITE  APART  FROM 
ITS  OTHER  PROBLEMS.  IS GETTING  ,0-0/0  uF  THE  BRITI~H ALLOCATIUN 
FROM  THE  FUND·  AFTER  NORTHERN  IRELAND.  THE  SPECIAL  0EVELJP~ENT AREAS 
AND  DEVELOPMENT  AREAS  OF  ENGLAND,  wALE::;  AND  SCUTLANO  MUST  TAKE 
PRIORITY  OVER  THE  INTERMEDIATE  AREAS·  INDC:EO,  THE  FUNJ  r<E-:;ULATIJN 
EXPLICITLY  RE~UJRES IT· 
THE  EUROPEAN  REGIONAL  FUND  HAS  SO  FAR  ONLY  t'-4.ADE  A START·  IT  HAS  Bt.EN 
RUNNING  FOR  JUST  OVER  TWELVE  ~ONTHS·  NEXT  YEAR  THE  NINE  -.;ovERNMENT;:) 
OF  THE  E.E.C.  ARE  TO  REVIEw  EXPERt  ENCE  SO  FAR  AND  TAKE  THEIR  DECI-
SIONS  ABOUT  THE  FUTURE·  ALREADY  THE  PRESENT  FUND  IS  MAKING  SOME 
REAL  PRACTICAL  CONTRJ  BUT! ON  IN  ALL  PARTS  OF  THE  BRI Tl  SH  ASS!  STEO 
AREAS·  IT  IS  BRINGING  ABOUT  A  REAL  TRANSFER  OF  RESOURCES  FR,JM  THE 
RICHER  COU\JTRIES  OF  EUROPE  TOwARDS  THOSE  wiTH  THE  MOST  INTRACTABLE 
REGIONAL  PROBLE~S· 
AT  THE  SAME  TIME  THE  FUND  IS  NOT  YET  PERFECT.  ANO  IN  THE  NEXT 
STAGE,  FROM  1::173  ONWARDS.  wE  MEAN  TO  GET  IT  BC:TTER·  A PAr<fiCULARLY 
IMPORTANT  POINT  IN  PLANNING  THE  FUTURE  OF  THE  FUND  IS  TO  CJJROINATE 
IT  FULLY  WITH  THE  WORK  OF  THE  OTHER  COMMU\JITY  FUN:>S  THAT  BRING 
ASSISTANCE  FROM  EUROPE  INTO  AREAS  LIKE  THE  NORTH-wEST  UF  ENGLAND. 
TOGETHER  WITH  THE  COAL  AND  STEEL  FLNDS  GF  THE  C:JMMUNI TY.  THe.  Ao,;;r<t  CUL-
TURAL  FUND,  THE  EUROPEAN  SOCIAL  FUND  FOR  JOB  RETRAINING  AND  HELPING 
WITH  PROBLEMS  OF  URBAN  POVERTY,  AND  THE  LOAN  FUNDS  JF  THE  EURuPEAN 
INVESTMENT  BANK.  THE  REGIONAL  FUND  At\0  REG!  ONAL  POLl CY  JF  THE 
EUROPEAN  COMMUNITY  MUST  MAKE  AN  INTEGRATED  CONTRJ3UTI  ON  T  vwARO~ 
DEVELOPING  THE  FUTURE  OF  REGIONS  LIKE  THIS  ONE•  Al\0  wlTHJUT  A 
PROSPEROUS  NORTH-wEST  OF  ENGLAND.  A UNITED  EUROPE  wl  LL  NEVEk 
REALISE  ITS  FULL  LONG-TERM  POTENTIAL• 
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+  MR.  JOHN  EVANS,  CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  EUROPEAN  PARLIAMENTARY  COMMITTEE  ON 
PLANNING  AND  REGIONAL  POLICY  AND  TRANSPORT  HAS  INVITED  MR.  THOMSON  TO 
TAKE  PART  IN  A PRESS  CONFERENCE  WHICH  WILL  TAKE  PLACE  AT  12.30  P.M.  AT 
THE  MANCHESTER  COUNTY  HALL. 